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BOOK REVIEW 

Chinesisches Porzellan, Seine Geschichte, Kunst und Technik, von Prof. 

Dr. Ernst Zimtnermann, Direktor der Konigi. Porzellansammlung in 

Dresden. 

This important work on Chinese Porcelains, in two quarto volumes, by 
Dr. Zimmermann of the Johanneum Museum in Dresden, has recently been 
issued by Messrs. Klinkhardt & Biermann, of Leipzig. The author is one of 
the foremost authorities on this subject, as well as on the red stoneware of 
Johann Friedrich Bottger, which was produced early in the eighteenth century in 
imitation of the Chinese red Boccaro ware, the forerunner of Meissen porcelain. 

In preparing this book, Dr. Zimmermann's purpose was to bring together 
all facts and data relating to Chinese porcelains, so far as they are known to 
the present time, in order to obtain as clear an imderstanding of the whole 
subject as possible. The work is based on material obtained from Chinese 
soirrces, relating to the history and technique of porcelain, as well as on the 
best examples to be found in well-known collections. 

In the first volume. Chapter I deals with the earliest sources of informa- 
tion, historical and technical, such as the letters of P6re d'Entrecolles, Stanislas 
Jvdien's translations of Chinese writings, and the works of Dr. Bushell. The 
various large collections of Chinese porcelains, both in Europe and America, 
of which that in the Johannetun is one of the most important, are mentioned. 
It is pointed out that the United States seems to have shown a special taste for 
the colored glazes, and with the exception of China, there is probably no other 
country having such fine collections of this particular variety of Chinese ware. 

Chapter II consists of a detailed history of the development of Chinese 
porcelains from the earliest times down to the present day, the products of 
each dynasty and reign being treated in turn. 

Chapter III treats of the technique of Chinese porcelains, the materials used 
in the preparation of the paste, the modeling, glazing, firing, and decoration, 
and several pages are devoted to a discussion of the artistic side of the subject. 

The second voliune contains 140 plates illustrating nearly 300 character- 
istic examples from prominent collections, including eight plates beautifully 
printed in colors. An appendix treats fully of Chinese marks, followed by a 
bibliography. A carefully prepared Index, a rare featiu-e in European publi- 
cations of this character, adds practical value to a work, which in itself is 
authoritative and comprehensive in scope. 



NOTES 

Cover Design — The cover design for this issue of the Bulletin has been 
executed by a student of the School. 

« * * 

New Cases — Several new cases have been completed for the Bloomfield 
Moore collection, and the centrsil floor cases in both rooms have been entirely 
relined, much to the improvement of their rearranged contents. 



